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Our classes are a combination of GATE, Gifted and Talented Education - a fast-paced challenge for students who are able to accept increased rigor, general education students, and instructional support students.  If classes are co-taught with a certificated educational specialist teacher, he/she is an equal teacher in the classroom, and will help to support all students’ needs.       

Course Description: The Common CORE Standards for seventh grade students focuses on reading and understanding grade-level nonfiction literature with an analytical mind. They analyze how structure, point of view, visual elements, and figurative language contribute to the meaning or tone of texts.  They compare and contrast fictional and historical accounts.  They integrate information from several sources (synthesis), create their own opinion, and support that opinion with evidence from text. Students write a variety of pieces, creating organized, clear, and creative arguments to support claims. When writing research projects, students collect additional questions for further research. They master the use of language conventions: form, grammar, punctuation, and word usage.  They use eye contact, appropriate volume, and clear pronunciation to speak with authority when presenting. For more information, refer to www.corestandards.org .

Texts:
Prentice Hall Literature: Timeless Voices, Timeless Themes: Bronze Level

Sadlier:  Vocablary Workshop Level B  by Jerome Shostak
Selected grade level novels and articles

Variety of News Magazines for non-fiction/expository: 

The New York Times Upfront  upfront.scholastic.com     Sign in under Student with the password: Standley7
Junior Scholastic  junior.scholastic.com     Sign in under Student with the password: Standley6

Units of Study/Timeline:
	Month
	7th Grade Units of Study

All units of study are subject to change

	September
	Entry Level Writing Samples

Narrative

	October
	Unit 1:  
Summary

Argument – Is the author credible? Why?   State author’s claim and back with evidence from text

	November
	Unit 2: 
Literary and Media Analysis

Informative/Explanatory Text  

	December
	

	January
	Unit 3: 
Response to Literature

Paraphrase

Literary Analysis – Credibility/Accuracy

Modern Language Arts Format (MLA)

	February
	Unit 4:  
Research Paper-  Synthesize information from different sources or genres

Quotes from text and Works Cited/Bibliography
Argument 

	March
	Unit 5:  Argument 

	April 
	Testing

	May/June
	Unit 6:  Teacher summative unit


Overall Grades
Student grades will be calculated using cumulative point total of all student work assigned during the grading period.  Late work and work that is missing due to absence will be marked as “Missing” (score code of “M”), and will receive a score of 0 until turned in.  
Citizenship Grades:

Please refer to the Student Planner for a detailed description of citizenship grades and the behaviors that determine excellence.  

Grading Scale(s):
Assignments will be graded using various scales throughout the school year, letter grades, 5-point rubrics, 4-point rubrics, or overall percentages.
	Letter
	5 Point
	4 Point
	Percentage
	Description

	A
	5
	4
	100% - 90%
	= Exceeds standards; 

	B
	4
	3
	89% - 80%
	= Meets standards

	C
	3
	2
	79% - 70%
	= Approaches standards

	D
	2
	1
	69% - 60%
	= Needs re-teaching/revision to meet standards; an area of concern

	F
	1
	0
	59% - 50%
	= Needs extensive re-teaching; an area of immediate concern

	No Score
	0
	No Credit
	49% - 0%
	= No evidence; work is missing


Point Scale / Range:

Assignments in English Language Arts 6 vary depending on the amount of work required of the student.  Assignments fall into one of three levels:

	Point Range / Variability Scale
Small- generally “assignments” (ex:  5- 10 points)
	Point Range / Variability Scale
Medium – generally “projects” (ex: 25 – 50 points)
	Point Range / Variability Scale

Large generally “assessments” (ex. 75 - 100+ points)

	Work that consists of small, daily work should be between 5-10 points.  Small point total makes for easy assessment and quick feedback.
Assignments worth 10 points allow for easy conversion to a reflective percentage i.e. 7/10 = 70% , C-).  Smaller point assignments, skew percentages and cause for difficulty in interpreting in Powerschool i.e. 3/5 = 60% , D-)
	Work that requires focus extending beyond one or two days should be between 25- 50 points.  This work requires the students to work for a greater amount of time to complete or demonstrate mastery.  
	Work that reflects the summation of a concept, unit of study, or a great deal of complexity should be worth 75-100 points.  These assignments take long periods of time and effort to complete, and have rubrics indicating how they will be scored.


Students will complete work in three, unweighted categories:
	Category
	Types of Products
	What is evaluated?

	Assignments

Includes in-class and homework assignments.  Small, formative assignments.  Daily in frequency or short duration.  Given to practice or reinforce content, introduce students to new ideas, etc.  
	· Homework

· Classwork

· Vocabulary practice

· Short presentations

· Reading logs

· Worksheets

· Group assignments

· Writers notebook entries
· etc.
	· Organization and neatness

· Understanding of concepts

· Completion and submission on time
· English language conventions (grammar, mechanics, usage)

· Evidence of participating in an on-going writing process (English Notebook / Workbook)

	Projects

Large scale, summative projects.  Infrequent in assignment, long in duration.  Given to assess students understanding of concepts and their relationships, and/or to demonstrate mastery.
	· Published papers
· Final drafts
· Multimedia
· Short Presentations
· Book reports
· Group products
	· Effectiveness in expressing ideas within the chosen genre

· Addressing the audience clearly and appropriately

· Control of language conventions

· Author’s craft (i.e. voice, style, diction)

· Logical organization of ideas

	Assessments

Method for assessing student comprehension on a subject or unit of study.  Key component is immediacy and preparedness.

Quizzes:  Small in nature and focus, small point total.  Used to inform both student and teacher as to student readiness and proficiency

Tests:  Larger in nature and scope; medium to large point total.  Point total can reflect importance and summative nature.   
	· Exit quizzes
· Vocabulary quiz / test
· Grammar quiz / test
· In class essay
· Summative unit test (not benchmark)
	· Reading comprehension quizzes

· Vocabulary quizzes

· Grammar quizzes

· On-Demand writing

· SDUSD Benchmark Exams


A note about plagiarism:  Plagiarism is academic dishonesty, and it is not tolerated at Standley Middle School. See the Student Planner for the complete Academic Honesty policy and consequences for violating it.

Homework: Please check student planners and teacher websites daily.
Absences and Late Assignments

When a student is absent, they should:

· Check teacher’s online homework page, found at www.sandiegounified.org/standley under the “Staff” section

· Call study buddies (names and numbers are written in the Student Planner) to get information about missing assignments.

· Ask classmates questions, or see the teacher before or after school, or during Advisory.

· Check the “Absent Folder” in the classroom for handouts.  

Assignments can only be made up if the student has an excused absence.  They need to submit make-up work within one week of the absence.  If the student is absent on an existing due date for a major project, that assignment is due immediately upon his/her return because he/she already knows about this due date. Tutoring is provided by appointment.  

Late Assignments:

Late work leads to playing catch-up and is highly discouraged!  Therefore, late work will receive a reduced score.  Late work will appear on grade reports as an “L” (late).  
Computer Concerns: 

If a student does not have a computer at home they should:

Plan ahead!  They should make arrangements with the teacher to use the Media Center or classroom computer to type final projects. 

If a student’s computer crashes:

As a precaution, they should ALWAYS make a backup copy of their writing on the computer and save on to a FLASHDRIVE. Printing occasional hard copies is also a good habit. If the data becomes corrupted or the computer crashes, it’s easier to recreate the document- even with partial information.  Having something is better than having nothing.

If a student’s printer breaks he/she should:

· E-mail the document as an attachment to the teacher’s e-mail
· Save the document to a FLASHDRIVE and bring to school to print in the Media Center or in class.
· As a LAST RESORT, hand-write the paper in blue or black ink.  It must follow the assignment format. Be prepared for a phone call home to verify that the paper could not be delivered in the typed format
**********************************************************************************************************

Statement of Understanding: 
As a student I understand that following the policies and procedures outlined in this syllabus will enable me to be successful.  I also know that not following the policies and procedures outlined in this syllabus will negatively impact my grades.  Therefore, I will give my best effort to follow the policies and procedures in this class.

Student’s Printed Name: ____________________________________________________________

Student’s Signature: _______________________________________________________________

Yes, I have read the syllabus for my son/daughter’s English class.  I understand the expectations and requirements of the course.

Parent/Guardians’ email addresses _______________________________________________________

Phone Numbers                              _______________________________________________________

Parents/Guardians’ Printed Names: ____________________________________________________________

Parents/Guardians’ Signature: _______________________________________________________________
	
	
	



